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Children have boundless energy and enthusiasm. They are uncut gems. Childhood experiences make you who you grow up to be as an adult. 


Love, care, security, education and a bright future are some of the basic rights of children but not all are lucky to have these. Many children are exploited and expected to work beyond their capacity in vocations that are unsuitable for their age. Financial constrains, traditions, and insensitive society and system deprives them of a normal childhood –– the most important time in one’s life. This, for many less fortunate children, hampers their chance of developing as useful and responsible adults. Leisure and education become only distant dreams.
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Working children’s identity is lost under the enormous workload placed on them. From morning to evening many scavenge through garbage heaps, toil in brickyards and sell goods in the street. In workshops and factories they are part of the regular work force, while in the countryside their contribution to agrarian output is undeniable.

In Pakistan there are more than 20 million children engaged in child labor, whereas the number of school-going children is only 15 million. How many of them would be contributing as effective members of society in future are a question that is difficult to answer.

When the Convention on the Rights of the Child was being drafted, the then UN Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar had said: “The way a society treats its children reflects not only its qualities of compassion and protective caring, but also its sense of justice, its commitment to the future and its urge to enhance the human condition for the coming generations. This is as indisputably true of the community of nations as it is of nations individually.” 

If we are genuinely committed to our national and international obligations, there is a need to put into effect some workable schemes for the survival and development of these less fortunate children. Not only more schools need to be set up but financial assistance programmes must also be launched, for it is poverty that pushes children into the work force and even hazardous trades. 

Society also needs to be sensitised to the issue and play its part in making the future conditions less impoverished for these children 

